VIETNAM - SEP 2026 v3 - Compiled Aug 25, 2026

Vietham
Solo Trip

Northern Vietham in the golden-terrace month. A
photography-first, hostel-social, bike-riding,
birthday-celebrating 11-day plan.

v3 - Bong 6D5N combo - 4D3N Ha Giang self-ride
+ 2D1N Halong overnight - birthday on the cruise

Sat, Sep 12 to Wed, Sep 23, 2026

11+1 97k Booked Sep 19

DAYS ON GROUND TOTAL BUDGET VJ910 / VJ90o7 BIRTHDAY ON CRUISE

Prepared for Kanak Sachin Dahake BOM — HAN - VJ910 outbound - VJ907 return - booked 330,519
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How to use this document

Read start-to-finish once, then use the table of contents for quick reference before/during the trip. The itinerary
section is your daily reference — bookmark it. The flights, visa, and budget pages are pre-departure to-do lists.
The photography and packing lists work best printed and folded into your camera bag.

330,519

ARRIVE HANOI

FLY HOME FLIGHT (BOOKED)

v Flights booked - 16 Aug 2026 - Goibibo

Outbound VJ910 Sat 12 Sep, BOM 00:40 — HAN 07:10 - PNR HJB3MK - E-ticket 4848735574.
Return VJ907 Wed 23 Sep, HAN 20:05 — BOM 23:40 - PNR 7TVBJD - E-ticket 4848735573.
Total 30,519 on HSBC-EMI - GOHSBCINTEMI saved 3,352 - Goibibo booking ID GOFLINTAMZFI9061704.
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¢ What's new in v3 (Aug 25, 2026)

The plan now runs on Bong Backpacker Hostel's Northern Vietnam Highlights 6D5N combo — 4D3N Ha Giang
Loop (self-ride tier, Indian IDP) + 2D1N Halong Bay overnight cruise (2-star, private cabin). Bundles 5 of 11 nights, both
Hanoi «» Ha Giang transfers, Nho Que boat, Du Gia Waterfall, and the cruise into a single Bong booking. Birthday
moves to the Halong overnight cruise (sunset party, cooking class, cabin dinner in the bay) with a Hanoi encore Sun
Sep 20 evening. Trang An + Mua Cave becomes a Sep 21 day trip. Total budget 397,519 (up ~311k over v2), with all
v2 additions (Reddit wisdom, VietJet rules, meds/gear) preserved. Full booking notes and WhatsApp draft in the
companion file 18—bong—combo-booking.md.
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CHAPTER 01

Trip at a glance

:= The one-page answer

Ve

X Flights - BOOKED

VJ910 BOM 00:40 — HAN 07:10 - Sat 12 Sep - PNR
HJB3MK.

VJ907 HAN 20:05 — BOM 23:40 - Wed 23 Sep - PNR
7TVBJD.

Total paid: ¥30,519 on Goibibo (HSBC-EMI,
GOHSBCINTEMI).

[ Stays

Hanoi Central Backpackers, Bong Hostel (Ha Giang),
Tam Coc homestay (Ninh Binh). All hostels, social by
design.

USD 6-12 per night, free breakfast, nightly pub crawls,
safe for solo.

v What this plan optimises for (in order)

M Route

Northern Vietnam only: Hanoi - Ha Giang - Ninh Binh -
Halong. Central and South skipped in Sep — typhoon
season.

Golden rice terraces peak in late Sept, perfect for the
Ha Giang Loop.

& Birthday

Sat Sep 19 (30th birthday) — on the Halong Bay
overnight cruise: sunset party, cooking class, private-
cabin dinner in the bay. Continued Sun Sep 20 evening
in Hanoi (spa, rooftop, dinner).

Real Saturday: ideal for a big night out.

1. Safety and solo-friendliness — every night is a big social hostel or a guided Bong-operated group (loop

convoy, cruise crew). Never alone in a random room.

2. Photography — spots timed to golden hour, weather (post-monsoon clarity), and light. Fujifilm X-T30 Il film

simulations picked per location.

3. Social interaction — hostel free-beer hours, loop group of 6-10, birthday pub crawl. Solo but never alone.

4. Bike experience via self-ride — Ha Giang Loop 4D3N on your own Honda Wave with an Indian IDP, riding in

a Bong group convoy with a local guide leading.

5. Budget under INR 1L — total pinned at ~INR 86,619 including the booked %30,519 flights, with ~X13k

splurge buffer for cruise upgrades / private rooms.

6. Remote work — 1-2 workdays baked in Mon-Tue at Toong / Ken Office coworking spaces.

P



/\ What you skip in September

Central Vietham (Da Nang, Hoi An, Hue) is peak typhoon month. Two days of rain can eat 40% of a 10-day itinerary.
Save Hoi An for March-May any future year.

5/36



CHAPTER 02 - BOOKED

Flights: Mumbai to Hanoi

v/ BOOKED - 16 Aug 2026 - Goibibo

Total paid 30,519 on HSBC-EMI - coupon GOHSBCINTEMI saved 3,352 (list ¥33,871).

Booking ID GOFLINTAMZFI9061704 - Traveller: Mr Kanak Sachin Dahake - Class: Economy (Regular), 20 kg check-in
+ 7 kg cabin, both legs.

Full e-ticket PDF saved locally as documents/E-Ticket_ GOFLINTAMZFI9061704.pdf — screenshot both PNRs
on your phone.

30,519 5h / 5h 05m 20 kg

CHECK-IN INCL. + 7 KG
CABIN

TOTAL (GOIBIBO) OUTBOUND / RETURN

X The two legs

Leg Flight Route Date - Time (local) PNR - E-ticket
Outbound VJ910 Mumbai T2 — Hanoi T2 Sat 12/09/2026 - 00:40 — 07:10 - 5 h non- HJB3MK -
(Noi Bai) stop - A321neo 4848735574
Return VJ907 Hanoi T2 (Noi Bai) — Wed 23/09/2026 - 20:05 - 23:40 - 5h 05 m 7TVBJD -
Mumbai T2 non-stop 4848735573

(© Pre-departure checklist

¢ Web check-in Fri 11 Sep 00:40 IST (24 h before VJ910). Set phone reminder.
¢ Web check-in Tue 22 Sep 20:05 Hanoi (24 h before VJ907). Reminder in Vietnam time.

e Reach Mumbai T2 by 20:30 Fri Sep 11 — boarding for VJ910 opens ~23:00. VJ910 has no meals; eat at T2
airside.

¢ Pune — Mumbai T2: Cab/Uber ¥3,500-5,000 (3.5-4 h, leave 16:00 Fri) - Volvo + taxi ¥800+%300 (4-5 h, leave
15:00 Fri) - IndiGo PNQ-BOM 1,800-3,500.

e Cabin bag cap 7 kg: 60 L rucksack goes checked (too tall for cabin). Only laptop bag + camera on board.
 Name on passport must match ticket exactly: DAHAKE / KANAK SACHIN.

¢ Insurance: buy Digit or ACKO before flying — pick one that explicitly covers LCC cancellation.

/A VietJet reliability & Plan B (short version)

VJ is 30-50% cheaper than Vietnam Airlines in exchange for looser on-time performance. Community rule of
thumb: <90 min late = on time - 3 h late = normal - 4 h+ = start worrying. Buffer built in: Sun Sep 13 is
unstructured after arrival, and Tue Sep 22 stays a light coworking day so the Wed Sep 23 evening return isn't
stacked against morning commitments.
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Walk-up

Plan B carrier Trigger
return
Vietnam Airlines VN975 HAN — BOM 318-25k If VU907 cancels & rebook is 24 h+ out
direct
IndiGo via Kolkata HAN — CCU — 314-22k Cheapest Plan B if you can spare 3-5
BOM/PNQ h
Bangkok Airways via BKK HAN — BKK — BOM 320-28k If IndiGo & VN are full

BONUS - NOI BAI ARRIVALS IN 15 MIN  Floor guide for Terminal 2 international arrivals, walk from air-bridge
to a moving Grab in ~15-20 minutes.
¢ Immigration hall — e-Visa lane is the same lane as regular visitors; ignore the "Visa on Arrival" counter altogether
¢ ATMs cluster to the right after baggage — Techcombank and MB Bank are fee-friendly, Agribank is worst

* Viettel & Vinaphone SIM kiosks face the exit doors — only stop here if the Airalo eSIM did not activate in the taxi queue
¢ Grab pickup zone — exit door B1/B2, floor 1 (arrivals). Do not follow "airport taxi" touts inside

¢ Bus 86 direct to Old Quarter is 45k VND (~%150), 45-60 min, but Grab is worth 31,300 after an overnight flight

7/36



CHAPTER 03 - ISSUED

Vietham e-Visa

v/ e-Visa granted - single entry - valid 10/09/2026 - 10/10/2026

Approval PDF saved locally as documents/VietNam_eVisa_E260809INDU143089688. pdf. Officer at Noi Bai will
match passport + printed e-Visa; carry two colour prints.

‘= Your e-Visa at a glance

Field Value

Visa number 108221573/EV

Application code E260809INDU143089688

Full name DAHAKE KANAK SACHIN

Date of birth 19/09/1995

Passport no. U1430896 - India - expires 19/11/2029

Type Single entry, Tourist

Valid for entry 10/09/2026 to 10/10/2026 (arrive within this window)

Length of stay Subject to Immigration; standard 30 days from entry

Issuing authority Vietnam Immigration Department (Cuc Quan ly Xu&t nhap canh)

10 Arrival at Noi Bai (Sat 12 Sep - 07:10)

1. Skip the "Visa on Arrival" counter — that's only for people without a pre-issued e-Visa.

2. Go straight to general immigration. Present passport + printed e-Visa PDF (code E260809INDU143089688).
3. Officer stamps entry date and length of stay.

4. ATMs in the arrivals hall — withdraw 3-5 million VND (X10-16k) to start. Pick "No conversion / VND" to avoid
dynamic currency conversion.

5. Skip taxi touts. Free airport Wi-Fi — Grab Car to the hostel. ~30 min ride, 280-380k VND (3950-1,300).
/\ Single-entry rule

If you leave Vietnam (e.g. an unplanned border run to Laos or Cambodia), the visa is consumed and you'll need a new
one to re-enter. The plan stays inside Vietnam the entire trip, so this is only a "just in case" note.
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CHAPTER 04 - NEW

Pre-departure countdown

You have the flight (VJ910), the visa (108221573/EV), and the plan. Everything from here is preparation. Tick
these off in order — the timelines assume a Sat 12 Sep 00:40 departure from Mumbai T2.

(® T-7 days - Sat 5 Sep (planning weekend)

v/ Verify bookings

e Re-check VJ910 (PNR HJB3MK) & VJ907 (PNR
7TVBJD) on vietjetair.com Manage Booking —

confirm times haven't shifted.

e Cross-check on Goibibo: booking ID
GOFLINTAMZFI9061704.

e Screenshot both PNRs + e-tickets - save to a
"Vietnam" album on your phone (offline-accessible).

* Print two colour copies of the e-Visa PDF and the
flight itinerary. Keep one in your daybag, one in your
checked bag.

O Insurance & health

e Buy travel insurance with explicit two-wheeler
cover (Digit Rider or Tata AlG). Screenshot the
policy + 24h helpline.

« REefill any regular meds for 15 days + carry the
prescription.

e Get a routine Hepatitis A + Typhoid vaccine top-up if
it's been >5 years (walk-in at any big clinic,
~%2,000).
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% Money & cards
o Confirm the HSBC EMI schedule — first instalment

date, tenor, per-month amount. Set an auto-pay
reminder.

Enable international usage on at least two cards
(one credit, one debit). Note the international
customer-care number on paper.

Buy USD 300-500 in cash from a bank forex counter
(better rate than Mumbai T2). Vietnam accepts USD
at hostels but the sweet spot is exchanging at a
Hanoi jeweller.

Download the app for at least one card that shows
real-time notifications — you'll want to catch
skimming instantly.

[ Bookings that still need locking
e Bong Northern Vietnam Highlights 6D5N combo —

pay deposit via WhatsApp to +84 85 234 9585 to
lock the Sep 14-20 slot. See Chapter 15 for the full
booking message and post-booking checklist.

First 2 nights at a Hanoi hostel (Sat 12 - Sun 13 Sep)
so you can walk in from the airport tired.

Sleeper bus Hanoi — Ha Giang for Mon 14 Sep
21:00 (Sapa Express or QT).

Halong Bay is bundled inside the combo (Sat Sep
19 overnight, back Sun Sep 20). Confirm private
cabin single-supplement via Bong WhatsApp before
flying.


https://www.vietjetair.com/en/pages/booking-management-1596002054370

@) T-7 days - Homework (language, apps, maps)

Q Language survival kit (20 phrases)

Viethamese is tonal — perfect pronunciation isn't the

goal, willingness is. Practise these five phrases out
loud until they're automatic:

Xin chao (sin chow) — hello

Cam o’n (gaam un) — thank you

Bao nhiéu tién? (bow nyew tee-en) — how much?
Khoéng cay (khong kai) — not spicy

Tinh tién (ting tee-en) — the bill please

Bookmark the rest in the Google Translate app under

"Saved" for offline access.

M) Google Maps list
Open 15—-google—-maps—1ist.md and add every

pinned location to a shared list titled "Vietnam Sep
2026". Star Ma Pi Leng Pass, Trang An, Halong, Ta
Hien Beer Street, and your hostel.

(© T-3 days - Wed 9 Sep

:= Packing (see Chapter 14)

60 L rucksack + 15 L daypack. Nothing else.

Rain sleeve for the camera (OpTech Rainsleeve,
350 on Amazon).

Avomine strip for the sleeper bus + Ha Giang bends.
Photocopies of passport, e-Visa, insurance policy,
PNRs — 3 sets, kept apart from originals.

Two power banks (20k mAh each, PD if possible).
Nothing over 100 Wh — VietJet cabin rule.
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© Apps to install & sign in before flying

Grab — the everything-app for rides, food, and
payments. Sign up with your Indian number, add a
card.

Airalo — buy the "Xin Chao" 10 GB / 30 days eSIM
in advance; activate on landing.

Google Translate — download offline Vietnamese
pack + English pack (~120 MB).

Google Maps — download offline maps for Hanoi,
Ha Giang, Ninh Binh, Halong Bay.

XE Currency — offline VND<—INR conversion.
Maps.me — better than Google Maps for Ha Giang
mountain roads (offline).

WhatsApp — nearly every Viethamese hostel/tour

operator uses it. Save your hostel + Easy Rider
contact numbers.

Qs Digital hygiene

Turn on Find My for phone + AirTag your rucksack.
Enable 2FA backup codes for Google, banking,
HSBC — export to a printed sheet.

Share live location with one family member (Google
Maps — Share).

Set up an auto-reply on work email for Sep 12-24.



¢ Photography prep

e Format both SD cards in-camera.

e Charge X-T30 Ill battery + spare - pack the charger.
¢ Lens cloth, blower, one spare lens cap.

o Set film sims: Classic Neg (Old Quarter), Velvia (Ha
Giang), Nostalgic Neg (rice terraces).

(© T-1 day - Fri 11 Sep

1

o N O b~ W N

. 00:40 IST — web check-in for VJ910 opens. Do it immediately. Screenshot the boarding pass; download it

to Apple/Google Wallet.

. Charge phone, laptop, camera batteries, both power banks, e-reader to 100%.

. Withdraw %15,000 cash — keep 35,000 in your wallet, 310,000 split between rucksack and daybag pouches.
. Pack finalised: rucksack goes checked (60 L). Cabin = laptop bag + camera (< 7 kg total).

. 15:00 - Leave Pune for Mumbai T2 (cab / Volvo). Aim to be at T2 by 20:30.

. 20:45 - Check in at T2, drop rucksack. Immigration + security by 22:00.

. 22:00 - Airside dinner (VJ910 has no meals). Fill your water bottle post-security.

. 23:00 - Boarding starts. Try to sleep on the plane; you land at 07:10 Hanoi and Day 1 begins immediately.

v Day-of arrival (Sat 12 Sep - 07:10 HAN)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Passport + printed e-Visa at immigration. Officer stamps entry.

Activate Airalo eSIM before leaving the terminal — you need a working data line for Grab.
ATM withdrawal: 3-5 million VND. "Decline conversion" if asked.

Grab Car to hostel (~30 min, 280-380k VND). Do NOT take taxi touts.

Hostel check-in usually needs a passport scan; original stays with you.

Egg coffee at Giang Cafe (Nguyen Huu Huan). Nap till 14:00. First proper meal at bun cha 34.

ﬁ? Rule of thumb: two-of-three

At any moment on this trip, at least two of {phone charged, cash, passport} must be true. If you catch yourself with
only one — pause, fix, then continue.

BONUS - SURVIVAL VIETNAMESE  Ten phrases that make hostel receptionists and rice-field grandmothers smile
back.
e Xin chao (sin chow) — Hello - Cam on (gahm un) — Thank you - Khéng (knom) — No
» Bao nhiéu? (bow nyew) — How much? - B4t qua! (dat kwa) — Too expensive!
e Cho t6i (chaw toy) — Give me / I'll have - Ngon qua! (ngon kwa) — Delicious!
* Nha vé sinh & dau? (nya vay sing uh dau) — Where is the toilet?
o Khong cay (khom kai) — Not spicy - Khéng duong (knom duong) — No sugar (for coffee)
o Chup anh dwo'c khéng? (choop an duk khom) — May | take a photo?
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CHAPTER 05

September weather in Vietham

Vietnam has three completely different September climates depending on latitude. Northern Vietnam is at its
scenic peak; Central is peak typhoon; South is monsoon wet.

P
20 North - Sep 12-23
Peak scenic month. Monsoon
easing, rice terraces turning gold

late Sept, morning haze lifting for
photography.

@ Hanoi, Ha Giang, Sapa,

Ninh Binh, Halong Bay

.

~

J

O Central - Same window
Typhoon window Sep-Nov. First
serious rains, high risk of trip-
disruption. Beautiful when it
clears but a real gamble.

m Da Nang, Hue, Hoi An

(o) Photography-specific weather notes

Hanoi

Morning haze burns off by 09:30. Best light: 06:30-
08:30 for dawn shoots at Hoan Kiem Lake and 16:00-
18:00 golden hour in the French Quarter.

Halong Bay

September haze lifts by end of month, decent for
photography. Overcast common (dramatic clouds for
photos). Rain squalls pass in 30-60 mins.

BONUS

SEPTEMBER FRUIT SEASON

Ha Giang

O South - Same window
Wettest monsoon month. Daily
downpours, mostly manageable
but not photogenic.

@ HCMC, Mekong, Phu

Quoc

Rice terraces at Hoang Su Phi turn from green to gold
in late Sept — expect terraces in various stages. Cloud

inversions common at dawn — worth a 5am wake-up.

Ninh Binh

Karst peaks work in almost any weather — mist is a
bonus. Trang An caves stay dry inside so a light drizzle

doesn't kill the boat ride.

{} Why September is actually the best month

Airfares hit their annual low (322-25k Mumbai-Hanoi vs ¥35-40k in December). Fewer crowds. Rice terraces at
photograph-peak. Late-monsoon greenery still lush. Only downside: 2-3 grey days spread across the week, which the
itinerary buffers into rest days.

What to point at in a market when you have no idea what to order.

¢ Longan (nhan) — peak Aug-Sep - small brown-shell fruit, sweet like a mini lychee, 25-40k VND/kg

¢ Rambutan (ch6m chom) — hairy red shell, sweet floral flesh - snack of choice on the Ha Giang bus
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Mangosteen (mang cut) — queen of fruits, purple shell, snow-white segments
Dragon fruit (thanh long) — year-round, but the pink-flesh variety is at its sweetest now
Green mango (xoai xanh) — eaten with chili salt (mu&i 1) at every street corner

Rose apple (man) — bell-shaped, crisp, water-content answer to Hanoi humidity
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CHAPTER 06

Day-by-day itinerary

Sat Sep 12 morning arrival - Wed Sep 23 evening departure on VJ907. 11 full days on ground + a wrap-up Wed
morning, 7-8 leave days needed (Mon Sep 14 - Fri Sep 18 plus Mon-Wed Sep 21-23; drop to 6 by WFH-ing
Mon/Tue from Hanoi). Both weekends covered.

11+1 4 L 2

DAYS ON GROUND HA GIANG LOOP DAYS BIRTHDAY ON THE BOAT HALONG CRUISE DAYS

Day 0 (@) PNQ — BOM - Fly overnight

FRI ¢ 16:00 leave Pune; reach Mumbai T2 by 20:30
11
Sep « 23:00 boarding VJ910
e 00:40 depart Mumbai - 5h A321neo flight

Day 1 (@) Arrive Hanoi - Old Quarter [ Hanoi ]

SAT « 07:10 land Noi Bai - immigration + ATM - Grab to hostel
Sep 12 e Bun cha lunch at the Obama-famous joint on Le Van Huu
¢ Slow walk Old Quarter + Hoan Kiem Lake with the Fuijifilm
¢ 19:00 hostel free-beer hour — meet future loop-mates

» Book Ha Giang Loop through hostel reception tonight

Day 2 @ Hanoi photography day @
SUN
Sep 13

¢ 05:30 dawn shoot at Hoan Kiem — locals doing tai chi
e 09:00 Temple of Literature (before crowds)

e 11:00 Train Street — cafes with tea and the 15:30 train
¢ 13:00 pho + egg coffee at Giang Cafe

e 18:00 Water Puppet show — 100k VND, 50 min

Day 3 (@) Hanoi rest + VIP bus to Ha Giang m
MON
Sep 14

e Slow start - Hoa Lo Prison Museum - French Quarter walk
¢ Pack small daypack - leave main luggage in Bong storage
¢ 20:00 Bong-arranged VIP cabin sleeper bus to Ha Giang

e 03:00 arrive Bong Ha Giang - free dorm bed (combo perk)

Day 4 (@) Combo D1: Ha Giang — Yen Minh m
TUE + 08:00 breakfast + bike check at Bong Ha Giang
Sep 15 ¢ 10:00 self-ride depart (Honda Wave, Indian IDP)
e Bac Sum Pass - Quan Ba Heaven Gate - Lung Tam
e 17:00 Yen Minh homestay - family dinner + rice wine
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Day 5 (@) Combo D2: Ma Pi Leng Pass — Meo Vac @
WED
Sep 16

e Tham Ma Pass - China-border viewpoint
¢ 13:00 lunch in Dong Van
e 14:00 Ma Pi Leng Pass - Sky Walk - Tu San Canyon (top)

e 17:00 Meo Vac homestay - family dinner

Day 6 (®) Combo D3: Nho Que boat — Du Gia m

THU
Sep 17

e 09:00 descend to Nho Que River (included boat tour)
e Cruise through Tu San Canyon from below

o Afternoon: M Pass - rural rice-terrace roads

e 17:00 Du Gia Village homestay - family dinner

Day 7 (@) Combo D4: Du Gia Waterfall — Ha Giang m

FRI
Sep 18

e 09:00 Du Gia Waterfall — swim + jump

e Lung Tam Village - Little Ma Pi Leng Canyon

e 17:00 back at Bong Ha Giang - farewell beer

¢ 19:30 sleeper bus back to Hanoi (arrive 02:00 Sep 19)

Day 8 (@) BIRTHDAY: Halong Bay overnight cruise
SAT
Sep 19

e 02:00 arrive Bong Hanoi - nap 4-5h

e 08:10 pickup — 12:00 Tuan Chau Harbor - private cabin
e Sung Sot Cave - Titop Island climb + beach

¢ 18:00 Sunset Party + Cooking Class

* 19:00 birthday dinner in the bay (cake pre-arranged)

Day 9 (@) Combo D6: Luon Cave kayak — Hanoi (1)

SUN
Sep 20

e 06:00 sunrise on deck
e 08:00 kayak through Luon Cave

e 16:00 back at Bong Hanoi - spa or rooftop encore

Day 10 (@) Ninh Binh day trip (Trang An + Mua) w
MON

Sep 21

e 07:00 pickup for van tour
e 09:00 Trang An boat - 3-hour, 9 caves, 250k VND
e 14:00 Mua Cave 500-step climb + panorama

¢ 19:00 back in Hanoi - dinner + early night

Day 11 @ Coworking + spa + last coffee run @

TUE
Sep 22

» Half-day coworking at Toong IPH - 200+ Mbps
e 13:00 90-min massage - 400k VND

e Vincom Center Ba Trieu for fixed-price souvenirs

Farewell dinner + Cong Caphe egg coffee
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Day 12 (@) Fly home on VJ907 evening

WED
Sep 23

e Morning wrap-up + late checkout
Lunch at bun cha 34 - pick up any last souvenirs
e 16:30 Grab to Noi Bai (HAN) — allow 60 min for traffic
e 18:05 web check-in already done - straight to security
e 20:05VJ907 depart - lands Mumbai 23:40 - cab / red-eye Volvo to Pune

BONUS - IF THE PLAN PIVOTS Pre-computed swap-ins for the two failure modes you're most likely to hit.

¢ Typhoon reshuffles Halong (Sep 18-20) — Bong reroutes cruise to Lan Ha Bay (less exposed) - if fully cancelled, take
the loop's 2-day extension to Cao Bang & Ban Gioc waterfall instead

¢ Skip Ninh Binh day-trip (Sep 21) — sub in a Sapa overnight (train HN — LCS 22:00 Sun, back 06:00 Tue) - or the Cuc
Phuong national park + Van Long boat combo (single-day, ~%1,500)

¢ Loop weather-out on Day 2 — Bong routes group down the "small loop" via Yen Minh instead of Ma Pi Leng - still 3
nights, still homestay, minus the Nho Que boat

+ Bike lockout / injury — passenger-tier ("Easy Rider" pillion) is bookable up to 24h before departure at same price
bracket

¢ VJ907 cancelled Wed evening — Vietnam Airlines VN975 walk-up ¥18-25k is your fastest home - keep passport-side
5k INR for this

16/ 36



CHAPTER 07

The Ha Giang Loop

Three days on a motorbike in Vietnam's northernmost province. Twin Mountains, Heaven's Gate, Dong Van Karst

Geopark, Ma Pi Leng Pass (one of Southeast Asia's top 4 mountain passes), and homestays with ethnic minority

families. This is the emotional core of the trip.

Ma Pi Leng Pass — the highlight of Day 2

‘= Three ways to do the loop

Option Cost

Easy Rider (you pillion, USD 170-220

guide drives) (XR14-18k)

Guided self-ride (you drive USD 130-180

with guide leading) (X11-15k)

DIY solo ride USD 60-90 (X5-
7.5Kk)

[0 What Easy Rider includes

Legal for Indians Verdict

Recommended. Safest, best photos,

no IDP needed.

Only with 1968 IDP + India issues 1949 IDPs, not 1968.
Vietnamese license Technically illegal.

Same legal issue + safety Not recommended for a solo first-
risk timer.

-

v Included

e Local guide who drives you on his bike
o All fuel, tolls, park entries

e 2 nights homestay (twin/dorm)

¢ All meals except drinks

e Luggage storage in Ha Giang City

e Helmet, jacket, gloves

¢ English-speaking guide

I\ Not included

e Alcohol (rice wine is cheap on-site)

* Nho Que River boat (100k VND)

» Personal tips (100-200k VND typical)

o Travel insurance (buy Digit / ACKO before trip)
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vv Recommended operators

e Bong Hostel — most popular, biggest social group, strongest safety record. Recommended.

¢ QT Motorbikes — smaller groups (4-6), more personal, guides speak better English.

e Mama's Homestay — family-run, best food, slightly older crowd.

:= Loop packing (a small daypack)

2 quick-dry shirts - 1 warm layer (mountains get cold at night) - rain shell - 1 pair jeans - 1 sports shorts - 5 pairs
underwear/socks - sunscreen - bug spray - Fujifilm + spare batteries - portable charger - basic first aid.

BONUS - WHO LIVES UP HERE Ha Giang province is home to at least 17 ethnic minority groups. Recognising a

few helps you shop, chat, and photograph respectfully.

¢ H'mong (Méng) — largest group, three sub-groups by dress: Black H'mong (indigo, near Sapa), Flower H'mong (bright
embroidery, near Bac Ha), White H'mong (Ha Giang plateau)

¢ Tay — lowland stilt houses in Nam Dam / Quan Ba - the homestay families you'll likely stay with

¢ Dao (Yao) — famous for herbal baths and elaborate silver-coin headdresses

¢ Lo Lo — only ~4,500 nationally, concentrated at the northernmost tip near Lung Cu flag tower

e Ethical rule of thumb - buy handicraft from the maker, not from a middleman stall - never photograph a child without a
parent nodding first

 Rice wine (rwo'u ngé) is corn-distilled at 30-40% - your homestay host will pour it, refusing is fine ("khéng duoc uéng,
cam on") - never sip before your host does
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CHAPTER 08

Birthday plan: Saturday, Sep 19

Sep 19, 2026 is a real Saturday. That's the best possible day for a birthday — no work anywhere, hostels running
full pub crawls, everyone in vacation mode. The Ninh Binh + Hanoi variant gets you the best photo morning AND
the best social evening.

Colourful lanterns — perfect birthday backdrop

& The recommended plan

- N ~N
Morning — Trang An (Ninh Binh) Evening — Hanoi
07:00 boat ride, 2-3 hours. A local rower propels you 18:00 Skyline Hanoi rooftop — sunset panoramic of
through karst caves and lotus lagoons. This is the Hoan Kiem Lake. Sunset cocktail.
single best photo morning of the whole trip. 20:00 dinner at Cau Go — upscale Viethamese, ~500k
Cost: 250k VND (~X850) - Camera-critical light. VND for a full meal with wine.
Back to Hanoi by 15:00 (2h van from Tam Coc). 22:00 Hanoi Central Backpackers pub crawl — 20+
solo travellers, 5 bars, ends at a rooftop club in West
Lake.
- J J

:= Alternative birthday configurations

Option Vibe Cost Notes

Hanoi rooftop + pub crawl High-energy, social, urban ~32,500 all-in Best mix of photos + people

(recommended)

Ninh Binh homestay birthday Quiet, family-hosted ~%1,200 Fits if Sep 19 lands on rest

dinner day

Ha Giang Loop Day 3 homestay Rural, ethnic minority family + Included in Requires shifting loop to
loop group loop Sep 17-19

Overnight Halong Bay junk boat Isolated, romantic, sunset froma  %4,500-6,500 Feels lonely if solo. Skip.
boat
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CHAPTER 09

Ninh Binh & Halong Bay

(U Ninh Binh (Sep 18-19)

Called "Halong Bay on land" — limestone karst peaks rising out of rice paddies and rivers. Do it as a Fri night
arrival + Sat morning boat ride, sleeping in a Tam Coc homestay in between.

Getting there Trang An vs Tam Coc boats

Limo-van from Hanoi (2h, 200k VND with hostel pickup) Trang An is longer (3h, 3 caves), better for photos. Tam
or train (2h 15m, 90-150k VND). Coc is shorter (1.5h), busier. Do Trang An.

Mua Cave Homestay pick

500-step climb to the panoramic viewpoint. Do at Tam Coc Garden Homestay or Nguyen Shack — both
sunset (17:00 arrival, 45 min up, sunset shot, 20 min under ¥800 with breakfast, family-run, super safe for
down). Optional if you're tired. solo.

Trang An boat ride — the best photo morning of the trip

(I Halong Bay (Sep 20)

(0] September on Halong

Haze lifts by end of month. Some overcast days work well for moody photos. Rain squalls pass in 30-60 minutes.
Bring your Fujifilm rain sleeve.
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Day cruise from Hanoi
08:00 shuttle from Old Quarter - 2h drive - 6h on the
water - back by 19:00.

Cost: ¥1,800-2,500 with a reputable operator (Cat Ba
Ventures, Vega Travel).

Included: kayaking, Titop Island climb, cave tour, lunch
on the boat.

Overnight cruise (splurge)

Ha Long junk boat, 1 night on board. Beautiful but you
miss the Halong-crowds sunset from the boat's own
deck, get better food, and it costs ¥4,500-6,500.

Solo cabins available on some operators — Bhaya,
Emperor Cruises.
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CHAPTER 10

Budget breakdown

97,519 38,870 USD 1,160

TOTAL (V3 COMBO) PER DAY AVERAGE J IN DOLLARS

% Line items in INR

Category

Flights (VJ910 + VJ907, 30,519 35% Goibibo - HSBC-EMI - GOHSBCINTEMI saved %3,352
Economy + 20kg) - BOOKED

Pune-Mumbai + Mumbai- 7,000 7% Cab both ways
Pune transfer

Vietnam e-Visa 2,100 2% USD 25

Travel insurance (Digit/ACKO 1,200 1% Motorbike + medical evac cover

14 days)

Bong 6D5N combo (self-ride 34,300 35% 4D3N loop + 2D1N Halong + all transfers + 5 nights + 16 meals

+ 2-star cruise, private cabin)

Hostels - 4 nights at Bong 3,600 4% Sep 14 & Sep 19 nights bundled inside combo
Hanoi (Sep 12, 13, 21, 22)

Halong Bay overnight cruise - - Bundled inside combo (private cabin, sunset party, cabin
dinner)
Ninh Binh day trip (Trang An 3,200 3% Van tour, boat 250k, Mua 100k

+ Mua Cave)

Sleeper buses (Hanoi « Ha - - Bundled inside combo (VIP cabin bunk bed)
Giang)
Food (Vietnamese, all meals 8,500 9% Street food + 2 nice meals

for 11 days)

Coffee, drinks, snacks 3,000 3% Egg coffee, coconut coffee, bia hoi
Coworking (Toong / Ken 2 1,400 1% 200k VND per day

days)

Grab rides + local transport 3,500 4% Airport transfers + city hops
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Amount

®)

Category

Museums + activities 1,800 2%
SIM / eSIM (Airalo 30-day) 550 1%
Birthday night (rooftop + Cau 3,500 4%
Go + pub crawl)

Souvenirs + coffee beans + 2,500 3%
gifts

Contingency + spa + tips 2,500 3%
Pre-flight meds & kit 450 <1%
(Avomine + camera rain

sleeve)

Total 97,519 100%

Temple of Literature, Hoa Lo, Water Puppet

Xin Chao 10GB via Viettel

Sat Sep 19 all-in

Dong Xuan market, Craft Link

90-min massage, unforeseen extras

New in v2 — Reddit-flagged essentials for Ha Giang bus +

Halong squalls

~USD 1,160 - 2.5k under the 1L target - combo adds ~311k
over v2 but replaces 18k of Halong day cruise + separate loop

+ Ninh

Binh overnight

:= Where you can save - where you shouldn't

Ve

v/ Safe to trim
» Downgrade combo to passenger tier (pillion, no self-
ride): save 1,700 and skip the IDP conversation

» Drop single-cabin supplement, share cabin with
strangers: save 32,200

» Skip Ninh Binh day trip (lose Trang An): save 33,200
o Cook/ eat 1 street meal a day: save 32,000

e Skip Pune-Mumbai cab, take Volvo bus: save
34,000

N

.\ Do not cut

e Travel insurance with explicit self-ride motorbike
cover in writing

e Private cabin supplement on the birthday cruise
(%2,200)

» VIP cabin sleeper bus upgrade for Ha Giang legs
(both directions)

o Airport Grab (vs tout) — first hour matters most

e Genuine Airalo eSIM — Ha Giang has patchy signal,
only Viettel reaches

BONUS STICKER SHOCK, BOTH WAYS

spending without a spreadsheet.
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What ordinary things cost in Vietham, so you can pace your daily

Pho / bun cha / banh mi street portion - 35-60k VND (3120-200) — a full lunch for less than a Mumbai vada pav
Vietnamese egg coffee at Giang Cafe - 45k VND (150) — iconic drink, cheapest anywhere in the country
Barber / haircut - 60-120k VND (3200-400) with a hot-towel shave and ear-cleaning

Motorbike rental (self-drive scooter) - 120-180k VND/day (X400-600) - fuel ~25k VND/litre

Hostel dorm bed - 150-250k VND (¥500-850) - private single room 400-700k VND (X1,400-2,400)

Grab Bike across old quarter - 20-40k VND (X70-140) - Grab Car for the same - 60-120k VND

1 litre bottled water - 8-12k VND (330-40) - a large Bia Hoi beer - 8-15k VND same price bracket

What is not cheap: imported wine, Western brand-name toiletries, DSLR-repair services, vet care — carry your own




CHAPTER 11

Where to stay

Hostels are the strategy — every night is either a big social hostel or a guided-group homestay. Solo but never

alone.

/= Hanoi options (5 nights total)

~
Hanoi Central Backpackers
16 Ly Quoc Su, Hoan Kiem
USD 10-12/dorm - 8.7 rating - daily pub crawl - free

beer 7pm - free breakfast - huge social crowd.

Books the Ha Giang Loop directly, luggage stored free
during the loop.

Quiri Hostel
Nam Ngu - West of Old Quarter

USD 12-14/dorm - newer property - A/C works well -
quieter street - slightly further walk to nightlife.

4 Ha Giang (3 nights on loop)

Bong Hostel

Loop booking + first night before departure. USD 8
dorm. Biggest loop operator, best social scene.

3 Ninh Binh (1 night)

Tam Coc Garden Homestay

USD 10-15 for a private room. Family-run, cycles
included, best-in-class breakfast.

v/ Solo safety notes

practice.

The One Hostel
Old Quarter - Yen Thai

USD 8-10/dorm - 8.9 rating - quieter - better for
readers/photographers - rooftop bar with lake views.

Female-only pod options

Not applicable to this trip but noted for reference: The
One Hostel and Old Quarter View both have female-
only dorms if travelling with a female friend later.

Yen Minh / Du Gia homestays

Nights 2-3 of the loop. Family-run, dorm-style, dinner
included. Cold showers in some places — bring flip-
flops.

Nguyen Shack Ninh Binh

USD 12-18 - in the middle of a rice paddy - sunset view
from your balcony - slightly further from Trang An dock.

All picks above have >8.5 ratings from solo travellers, 24h reception, lockers in dorms, and daylight-only check-in
requirement (no random midnight arrivals). Text your family your hostel name each night — standard solo-travel best



CHAPTER 12

Photography guide

You're travelling with a Fujifilm X-T30 Ill. This section is your location-by-location cheat sheet: film simulations,

lenses, timing, and specific spots.

@) Your kit + settings by scene

Scene Best film sim
Hanoi Old Quarter Classic Chrome
Train Street Classic Chrome / Reala Ace

Ha Giang mountains  Velvia (saturation)

Ma Pi Leng Pass Velvia

Rice terraces Velvia

Homestay dinners Classic Negative

Halong Bay Classic Chrome + polariser
Trang An boat Provia (natural)
Vietnamese food Classic Chrome

Street portraits Reala Ace / Classic Neg

‘= What to actually bring

Camera body

Fujifilm X-T30 lll, 2 batteries, 128GB SD (SanDisk
Extreme Pro), microfiber cloth.

Accessories

Peak Design capture clip - rain sleeve (Halong) -
circular polariser 43mm (Halong) - UV filter - lens
cleaning pen.

(o] Non-obvious photo spots

Aperture ISO Timing

/2.8-4 200-800 Golden hour 16:00-18:00
f/4-5.6 400-1600 Overcast or 07:00 dawn
/8-11 100-400 Golden hour + midday
/8-16 100-200 Any daylight

/8-11 100-200 Late golden hour

/1.4-2.8 1600-3200  Dusk & indoor

/5.6-8 200-400 Late morning

/5.6-8 400-800 07:00 first boat

/2-2.8 400-1600 Overhead light

/1.4-2 400-1600 Golden hour or under a rain awning

Lenses (pick 2)

Recommended combo: 23mm /2 (street + food +
candid) + 55-200 f/3.5-4.8 (rice terraces + mountains).
Skip the 18-55 kit if you can — the 23 does 90% of
what it does with better bokeh.

Editing on the road

Import to iPad Lightroom nightly. Push to iCloud so a
phone loss doesn't = losing photos. Lightroom mobile
handles Fuji RAF files fine.

¢ Long Bien Bridge at sunset — cross on foot, shoot the Red River with the Hanoi skyline behind
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e Ceramic mosaic mural — 4km long along the Yen Phu embankment, Guinness world record. Bike it early
morning.

¢ Fairy Bosom (Twin Mountains) Ha Giang — a viewpoint on Loop Day 1 with the "twin peaks" landscape.

e Meo Vac market — Sunday morning ethnic minority market. Only on Sundays. Coincides with Day 6 of your
loop if timed.

e Cong Caphe on West Lake — the pastel-green Vietnamese-communist-aesthetic cafe. Coconut coffee.
Instagram gold.

/N Cultural etiquette

Always ask before photographing a local (especially ethnic minority families in Ha Giang). A smile + a "chup anh?"
(photo?) works. Never photograph inside temples/pagodas without checking. Don't pay children for photos — creates
a bad dynamic for future travellers.

BONUS - DRONES AND DAWN ROOFTOPS  The two questions every X-T30 Ill owner asks in Vietham. You are not

carrying a drone, but read anyway if you're tempted to rent one.

¢ Drones are heavily restricted — a Ministry of Defence permit is required before you fly. Tourists effectively cannot get
one on a 30-day visit. Fines start at 30 million VND (~X1L) and confiscation. Don't

e Halong Bay, Ha Giang border zone (within 30km of the China frontier), all airports, and central Hanoi are hard no-fly zones
even for permitted operators

¢ Best free rooftops in Hanoi - Note Coffee corner near Hoan Kiem - Serein Cafe for the sunset over the lake - The
Rooftop of Hanoi (24F, Tran Nhan Tong) for wide skyline

¢ Best paid viewpoints - Lotte Center Sky Walk 230k VND - Landmark 81 (Saigon) is skipped this trip - Skyline at
InterContinental West Lake is the calmest sunset spot

¢ Vietnamese ceremonial altars (household + shop) are photogenic but sensitive — frame from the side, never point the
lens directly at the incense/portraits

¢ Long Bien Bridge shooting rule - stay on the pedestrian side, not on the rail tracks (trains still run and there have been
fatalities)
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CHAPTER 13

Safety, money, SIM

O Rules to live by

Grab, always No motorbike self-drive

Book Grab Car or Grab Bike for every urban ride. Indian licenses are not recognized. If pulled over,
Ignore metered taxis outside airports (the meter is expect 200-1000k VND "fine". If in an accident, no
fake). At Noi Bai, walk past all "Taxi?" callers. insurance will cover.

Don't hand over your passport Bia hoi corner is fine

Some scooter rentals ask for passport as "collateral". Ta Hien / "Beer Street" — safe, touristy, well-lit, plenty
Hard no. Offer 5M VND cash deposit instead. of foreigners. Not a scam zone.

$ Money mechanics

ATM at Noi Bai Withdraw 3-5M VND on arrival. Choose NO to dynamic currency conversion.
Cards accepted Most hotels/restaurants take Visa/Master. Street food is cash only.
Best card Any Forex card (Niyo/Axis Multi-Currency) or a good travel credit card (HDFC Regalia, Axis Atlas).

Avoid dynamic conversion — always pick VND.

Exchange rate 1 USD = 26,000-26,500 VND - 1 INR =~ 300-315 VND - use bank counters over exchange booths,
(Aug 2026) always say NO to Dynamic Currency Conversion at ATMs.
Tipping Not expected in Vietnam. Round up bills, tip 50-100k VND to loop guides.
Q, SIM / eSIM
e N
Airalo eSIM - Xin Chao 10GB - 30 days Physical SIM alternative
USD 6.50 (~%550). Buy and activate before you fly. Viettel SIM at Noi Bai arrivals hall — 300k VND / 25GB
Rides on Viettel — the only carrier with reliable / 30 days. Larger data allowance but requires passport
coverage in Ha Giang mountains. copy and 15 min at the airport.
Set up eSIM as secondary line on your iPhone; keep
Indian SIM for OTPs.
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Q& Emergency contacts

113 Police

114 Fire

115 Ambulance

+84 24 3824 5588 Indian Embassy - Hanoi

+91 11 2301 1100 MEA India - Overseas Indians helpline
+91 91-89000-4900 Digit Insurance claims (24x7)

BONUS - SCAMS BY NAME  The five scripts you'll see, and the one-line response that ends each one.

¢ "Taxi meter broken" — older Vinasun / Mai Linh at Noi Bai. Response: walk out to the Grab pickup zone; never negotiate
a flat fare inside the terminal

¢ Shoe-shine ambush — someone starts polishing your shoes in the Old Quarter, then demands 200k VND. Response:
firm "khong, cdm on" and walk. Don't put a foot up on the box

¢ Cyclo tour "10 minutes" — quoted at 100k, ends at 500k after a "one-way circle". Response: agree total price up front in
writing or on your phone screen

¢ Doughnut-lady photo trap — woman hands you her carry-pole for a photo, then charges. Response: hand it back before
pulling out the camera

¢ Bill padding — a "menu with prices" vs the bill that arrives. Response: photograph the menu when you order and check
line-by-line

¢ Motorbike petrol switch — the "empty tank" trick when returning a rental. Response: photograph the fuel gauge at
pickup and drop-off, both timestamped

« If a situation escalates - walk into the nearest hotel lobby — staff will call the tourist police (+84 24 3942 0333) for you
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CHAPTER 14

Packing list

A 60L rucksack, not fully filled, plus a laptop bag as cabin. Total weight targeted at ~10 kg. Everything fits in

three sections: documents, wear, and gear.

-~

:= Documents (in a waterproof pouch)
e Passport + 2 printed e-Visa PDFs

o 3 passport photos (spare, for local SIM/permits)
e Insurance policy printout + digital copy

¢ Flight confirmations - VJ910 (PNR HJB3MK) +
VJ907 (PNR 7TVBJD)

e Hostel confirmations (first 2 at minimum)
» Emergency contacts card in wallet

« USD 100 emergency cash separate from wallet

O Footwear + rain

e 1 pair sturdy walking shoes (Merrell Moab)

e 1 pair flip-flops (Old Quarter + homestay showers)
e 1 rain poncho (loop days)

o Waterproof shoe covers (optional)
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3 Clothes (11 days)

5 quick-dry T-shirts (Decathlon)

2 travel pants (1 zip-off convertible)

1 pair jeans (Hanoi evenings + birthday)

1 warm layer (Ha Giang gets ~15°C at night)
1 rain shell (light, packable)

7 underwear + 7 socks

1 pair swim shorts

1 collared shirt for birthday dinner

() Electronics + camera

Fujifilm X-T30 Il + 23mm f/2 + 55-200
2 camera batteries + charger + spare SD card

Op/Tech camera rain sleeve — Halong squalls +
Ha Giang afternoon rain arrive in 10 min. Essential
per Reddit photographers.

Laptop + charger + laptop bag

10,000 mAh power bank

Universal travel adapter (Type A/C/G)
Cables in a small pouch (USB-C, Lightning)

Wireless earbuds



O Health kit

Digene / Pepto Bismol for street food adjustment
Paracetamol - Diamox (rare mountain sickness)

Avomine / Dramamine — motion sickness meds.
Non-negotiable for the Ha Giang sleeper bus

(Reddit riders describe the return leg as "near-tears
even for people who never get sick).

Rehydration salts (ORS) - Loperamide (Imodium)
Band-aids - antiseptic ointment
Personal Rx meds if any + doctor's note

Mosquito repellent (Odomos or DEET spray)

!\ Non-obvious things worth bringing

:= Toiletries

Travel-size shampoo, soap, toothpaste
Sunscreen SPF 50+

Deodorant + razor + spare blades

Nail clipper + tweezers

Small microfiber towel

Face wipes (long bus rides)

Ziplock bags — for electronics on the loop, wet clothes on Halong, camera batteries dry

Small padlock — for hostel lockers

Neck pillow — sleeper bus makes or breaks the loop transition

Foldable daypack — 15L for loop / Halong / Ninh Binh days

Two colour of pen — for arrival/departure card filling on flights

p

BONUS PHARMACY & LAUNDRY

hone before you fly.

Two situations you'll hit at least once. Copy the Vietnamese into a note on your

Pharmacies are marked "Nha thudc". Widespread, English patchy. Common asks:

o Rehydration salts — "oresol" (same word). 5-8k VND per sachet

o Anti-diarrheal — "thudc tiéu chdy". Loperamide sold OTC as Loperan

o Painkiller — "thudc dau d4u" (headache) or "paracetamol" (same word)

o Bug spray refills — "thuéc chéng muéi". Look for Soffell brand at Circle K

Laundry at hostels usually 25-40k VND/kg, next-day return. Ask for "giat khé" (dry / no ironing) if turnaround is same-day
- "giat uét" means wet-wash. Ha Giang loop homestays wash for free most nights but line-dry only, so pack a spare

quick-dry set

Circle K & VinMart are the reliable 24/7 minimarts — carry Viethnamese-branded goods at 30-50% cheaper than 7-Eleven

If the sleeper bus loses your bag - keep the paper ticket receipt and photo of the numbered bag tag — both are needed to

claim
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CHAPTER 15 - NEW IN V2

Reddit community wisdom

Curated from 250+ posts across three Northern-Vietnam-focused subreddits in Aug 2026, filtered to solo-
traveller, September-adjacent, and Northern-Vietnam relevance. Grouped below by decision — not by thread.
Sources: r/solotravelVN, r/Vietnam_Tourism, r/VietnamTravelAdvice. Full write-up in 17-reddit-community-
wisdom.md.

250+ 3 28

POSTS CURATED SUBREDDITS THREADS WORTH

READING

v What Reddit validates in your plan

N N
M Ha Giang > Sapa (@ Day cruise > overnight for Halong
Overwhelming consensus. 8/8 recent solo threads pick Multiple 2026 retrospectives — including a honeymoon
Ha Giang. Recent Aug 2026 rider: "rains sometimes, 3-day cruise regret. "Day trip is all you need."
day 2 cloudy, waterproof clothing provided — amazing
views."

J J

- N
(©) Ninh Binh 1 night is fine X Sep 12-23 timing
Reddit says 3 days is ideal, but 1 morning Trang An + Sep is monsoon tail — Northern Vietnam mostly drying
Mua Cave dawn hits the highlights. Bicycle beats up. Rice terraces peak golden in late Sept. Central
scooter around Tam Coc. coast is skippable (typhoon season). You avoid it.

. J . J

/\ New information Reddit surfaced

- N N
M The 49cc loophole for Ha Giang % Xanh SM, Be, Shopee Food
Bikes registered as 49.5cc (no licence needed in Grab now has real competitors. Xanh SM (electric-car
Vietnam) but effectively 97cc power. Police recognise ride-hail, often nicer than Grab), Be (Vietnamese ride-
them, don't stop them. USD 120-180 for the 3D2N; hail), Shopee Food (delivery). Install all — comparison-
solo-rider ideal. shop on the day.

Caveat: your Digit/ACKO travel insurance may still
treat any crash as a motorbike incident. Call your
insurer for a written yes/no before you fly.
(S J (S J
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https://www.reddit.com/r/solotravelVN/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Vietnam_Tourism/
https://www.reddit.com/r/VietnamTravelAdvice/

¢ Nomadtable app for Hanoi social % Updated USD-VND rate

Small but very active nomad meetup app in Hanoi — 1 USD =~ 26,000-26,500 VND (was 25,500 earlier in
archery, DnD one-shots, drawing sessions, coffee 2026). Bank counters beat exchange booths. Airport
mornings. The highest-signal "how to meet other exchange booths are worst.

travellers in Hanoi" tip across three subreddits.

- J . J

/\ Scam and safety warnings (2026-specific)

Watch out for What happens

Emperor Cruises / Same parent doing bait-and-switch. Poster booked Emperor, moved to Heritage — which
Heritage Cruises doesn't go into Halong Bay proper. Lost >$1000. Book through hostel reception instead.
Viet Pearl (Halong) Flagged with double-X in July 2026. Avoid.

eVisalegal.com NOT the official portal. Charged $118 (real fee: $25), used a different email so verification

breaks. Only evisa.gov.vn is legit.

Fake police at Train Real police don't collect cash. If someone demands pay-to-enter, walk away.
Street

ATM Dynamic Currency Always choose to be charged in VND. Your bank's rate is 3-5% better than the ATM

Conversion operator's — the single most-common preventable loss.
Ha Giang sleeper bus The Ha Giang — Hanoi twisty return leg has left riders "near tears". Take Avomine 45 min
motion sickness before boarding.
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CHAPTER 15 (CONT.)

Reddit wisdom - culture & food

(@ Cultural surprises worth mental prep

(®© 6 AM OId Quarter is the real Hanoi (21 Malls beat touristy markets

Vietnamese cities start moving at 4-5 AM. Pho stalls Ben Thanh / Dong Xuan = ~90% low-grade goods at
setting up in the dark, women ladling broth by inflated prices per locals. For real shopping: Vincom

streetlight, old men doing tai chi around Hoan Kiem. If Center Ba Trieu, Trang Tien Plaza, Aeon Mall Long
you're jet-lagged and up early — don't wait for tourist Bien. Fixed prices, quality.

Hanoi to open. Go now.

/\ English menu = tourist trap := Bargaining tone matters

Reddit local's rule: "Best restaurants are where locals Vietnamese haggling style is soft — smile, offer 60-
are." Glass-fronted English-menu places with a 70% of asking, walk away slowly. Aggressive
doorman gesturing you in — walk past. Plastic-stool lowballing (20% + criticising the product) causes
operations with 15 Vietnamese eating in silence are sellers to shove you away rather than negotiate. Match
where the good stuff is. the local style.

v Hanoi food dishes beyond pho & bun cha

Dish What it is Where

Bun riéu Freshwater crab & tomato soup — delicate, savoury, umami- Reddit's "favourite breakfast"
heavy

Banh cuén Steamed rice rolls with pork/mushroom filling Breakfast stalls, dead cheap

Bo né Skillet-served beef with fried egg, baguette on the side Any morning cafe ("quan bd né")

Caphé Salt coffee — newer trend, addictive Any modern Vietnamese cafe, ~30k

mudi VND

Bln bdo Hué  Spicy beef noodle from Hue — spice hit Widely available in Hanoi

Che Dessert "parfait" — various flavours Trang Tien or Che Ba Thin

/\ Avoid the "Obama bun cha" now

Bun Cha Huong Lien is a tourist trap in 2026. For real bun cha, try Bun Cha Ta or Bun Cha Dac Kim, or any 4.5+
Google Maps spot in Old Quarter.
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vv Hidden gems (for future trips, not this one)

Ta Xua (Son La) Cao Bang & Ban Gioc Pu Luong & Mai Chau
Cloud-hunting mountain village. Ha Giang-like landscape at half Terraced valleys, Thai villages.
Higher-altitude Sapa alternative the crowds. Ban Gioc Waterfalls Community-based tourism, closer
with a fraction of the tourists. at the China border — genuine than Sapa.

bucket list.
Mu Cang Chai Da Bac / Sung Village Phat Diem Cathedral
Rice-terrace paragliding at Khau Dao Tien minority community- 30 min from Tam Coc.
Pha Pass. Late Sept peaks based tourism. 80% of fees stay Extraordinary East-Asian Catholic
golden. in the village. architecture.

J High-value threads to read before flying

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

. Ha Giang Loop without a licence — the 49cc option in full

. Is Ninh Binh worth more than a day trip? — validates + expands your plan

. Sleeper bus experience — motion-sickness reality check

. Biggest safety mistake | made — real solo-safety insights

. 2.5 weeks in Vietnam retrospective (Jul 2026) — best planning-vs-reality

. Vietdet delay experience — the reality behind the discount

. Small cultural surprises — everyday-life bits

BONUS - FURTHER READING BEYOND REDDIT  People / blogs / YouTubers that consistently produce recent,

honest, Vietham-specific content.

Vietnam Coracle (viethamcoracle.com) — long-form independent guides, especially for the north

The Christina's blog — Vietnamese-owned tour company, best route planners for Ha Giang & Mai Chau

Mark Wiens (YouTube) — Vietnam food playlists; his Hanoi pho ranking is dependable

Kara and Nate (YouTube) — recent Ha Giang Loop vlog gives a realistic look at the rider experience

Rusty Compass (rustycompass.com) — independent, non-sponsored honest reviews of every Vietnamese city
r/Vietnam for locals - r/expats for long-term residents - r/backpacking for the SE-Asia loop context

Books - The Sympathizer (Nguyén) - Catfish and Mandala (Andrew X. Pham) — both perfect for the flight home
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https://www.reddit.com/r/Vietnam_Tourism/comments/1trxy2u/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Vietnam_Tourism/comments/1un74xs/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Vietnam_Tourism/comments/1rl9a3c/
https://www.reddit.com/r/solotravelVN/comments/1qdfxex/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Vietnam_Tourism/comments/1v2bm85/
https://www.reddit.com/r/Vietnam_Tourism/comments/1viyh5l/
https://www.reddit.com/r/solotravelVN/comments/1tq18bd/

CHAPTER 16

Links, apps, resources

& Essential URLs

What

Vietnam e-Visa (only official)

VietJet Air check-in / manage booking
Ha Giang Loop - Bong Hostel

QT Motorbikes Ha Giang

Hanoi Central Backpackers

Airalo eSIM

KAYAK price alerts

Digit Insurance

ACKO Travel Insurance

Vietnam Railways (only official)
12go.asia (bus/train aggregator)
Vietnam Coracle (independent guide)

Nomadtable (Hanoi social events)

Qs Apps to install before flying

URL

evisa.gov.vn

bonghostels.com

gtmotorbikeshagiang.com

backpackershostel.com.vn

airalo.com/vietham-esim

kayak.co.in

viethamcoracle.com

nomadtable.io

4

Grab

Ride-hailing + food delivery. Sign
in with Google before flying
(needs SMS OTP).

Xanh SM : new in v2

Be - new in v2

Electric-car ride-hailing. Often
nicer than Grab — newer fleet,
professional drivers. Comparison-
shop against Grab.

Vietnamese ride-hailing
alternative. Third quote to
compare against Grab / Xanh SM.

Google Translate

Download Vietnamese offline
pack. Camera translate menus
works well.

Google Maps

Download offline Hanoi + Ha
Giang + Ninh Binh maps.
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Airalo
Manage eSIM data + top-ups.


https://evisa.gov.vn/
https://vietjetair.com/
https://bonghostels.com/
https://qtmotorbikeshagiang.com/
https://backpackershostel.com.vn/
https://www.airalo.com/vietnam-esim
https://kayak.co.in/
https://godigit.com/
https://acko.com/travel-insurance/
https://dsvn.vn/
https://12go.asia/
https://www.vietnamcoracle.com/
https://nomadtable.io/

Nomadtable - new in v2 12go.asia - new in v2 Vexere - new in v2
Hanoi nomad meetup app. Cross-Asia bus/train aggregator Vietnamese-native bus app.
Archery, DnD, drawing sessions, with English support. Book long- Widest inventory, sometimes
coffee mornings. The highest- distance transport with honest cheaper than 12go.

signal way to meet people in ratings.

Hanoi.

- J J . J
WhatsApp Fujifilm Camera Remote Duolingo Viethamese
Universal in SE Asia. Hostels + Wireless transfer camera — Northern-dialect coverage is best
tour operators reply here. phone. Save Lightroom edits in Duolingo. A few hours before

nightly. flying meaningfully improves

markets + street food.

(J Further reading (optional)
Reddit: 19 days in Vietnam solo for 1 lakh INR

Reddit: My solo trip to beautiful Vietham

Travelfish Vietham — best independent guide site

Lonely Planet Vietnam - latest edition - optional if budget

vy Safe travels, Kanak

Flight and visa are locked. Follow the Chapter 04 countdown, print the flights + visa + itinerary pages, and
keep the printed copies with your passport.

BONUS - ONE LAST THING BEFORE YOU GO A Vietnamese saying that captures the whole month of September
up north.

e "Di mét ngay dang, hoc mét sang khén." — Travel a day's worth of road, learn a sieve's worth of wisdom
e Ten days. Two weekends. One birthday on a boat. One loop through the karst. One flight back with a memory card full of
Velvia frames

e The itinerary is a suggestion — the days themselves will do the rewriting. When they do, go with it — that's the trip

Vietnam Solo Trip - Sep 12-23, 2026 - v3 - Compiled Aug 25, 2026 - All prices in INR unless noted
v3 folds Bong Backpacker Hostel's Northern Vietnam Highlights 6D5N combo (4D3N Ha Giang self-ride + 2D1N Halong overnight) into
the plan and moves the birthday onto the Halong cruise. Bonus fact boxes throughout are optional skip-if-you-like extras. Original v1 (Aug
9) and v2 (Aug 24) preserved as PDFs alongside; v2 site is at /v2/
Document format inspired by modern travel guides. Images from Unsplash under permissive license.

36 /36



https://www.reddit.com/r/SoloTravel_India/comments/1txbmfp/
https://www.reddit.com/r/SoloTravel_India/comments/1k2ae8c/
https://travelfish.org/country/vietnam

